TEMPLE CHIMES
IV The Real Self-Knowledge
If my knowledge of self stops with my self,
If it does not go farther than my self,
If it does not extend to others' selves as they are related to Thee and
to me,
I cannot be said to possess the real self-knowledge. The self-knowledge which stops with my self   will lead me to self-centered egoism. Lord, where intoxicated  self-conceit has  struck its roots, there will
be no yearning for the science of silence in Thee. Lord, where the knowledge of self rests with the self there will be no
enthusiastic devotion for Thee. When my small self-knowledge leads me to egoism and makes me vain,
then, 0 Lord, what chance is there for my mind to merge itself in the
ocean of Thy great love for me? Lord, when my small self-knowledge makes me feel satisfied with my
little self and its achievements, my vision of life is a very limited one. My vision of life is mine and not Thine. My vision of life is mine and not of Thy children. The vision of life which comes from my small self-knowledge    will
lead me into conflict and confusion. The vision of life which comes from my small self-knowledge    will
force me to participate in intolerant and bigoted thoughts, words and
deeds. Lord, where  there  is    no    real   self-knowledge,  there dogmas and
doctrines will flourish, there priests and priest-craft will thrive.sts, with help of his own personal experience of the Self, with the help ol own knowledge of the Self, he will reach the feet of God.
